Next Act — the past and future of new
writing for theatre.

Presented by the Centre of Research
in English at Manchester Metropolitan
University, North West Playwrights &
The British Theatre Consortium.

Date: Sat Nov 13th 2010
Time: 10.30 — 17.30

Venue: Manchester Metropolitan
University, John Dalton Buiiding,
Oxford Road, Manchester.

10.30
Ground floor foyer: Registration and coffee

11.00 Session 1 — Setting the Scene

We will look at two reports commissicned by the Arts
Council: Wit Large: New Writing on the English Stage,
2003-9 by BTC and New Writing in Theatre: 2003 — 8,
an assessment of new wiiting in smaller scale theatre In
FEngland, by Dunton, Nelson and Shand.

What are the achievemenis and failures of the last
decade for new theatre writing? How will funding cuts
affect the context in which new plays are wriften and
produced?

Chair: Julie Wilkinson Playwright & Lecturer in
Creative Writing, MMU

Hetty Shand Freelance Producer & Arts
Congultant

Senior Manager, Funding
Programmes Arts Council England

Ian Tabbron

12.00 Session 2 — Still in the Wings?
Women Writing for the Stage

Have women playwrights established a secure place in
English theatre? How do we sustain women's artistic
presence and recognition?

Chair: Janelle Reinelt, Professor of Theatre and
Performance, University of Warwick

April de Angelis Playwright

Suzanne Bell Literary Manager, Everyvinan &
Plavhouse Theatres, Liverpool

Susan Croft Academic & Author

Tanika Gupta Playwright

Gwenda Hughes Freelance Director

13.15 LUNCH

14.15 Session 3 — Seript Development:
Support or Interference?

What stands in the way between the writer and the
audience — and who helps? How can we sustain the
individual writer and their voice? What's the role of the
director and the literary manager?

Chair: David Edgar, Playwright

Alex Chisholm  Associate Director (Literary) West

Yorkshire Playhouse

David Eldrnidge  Playwright

Sarah Frankcom Artistic Director, Royal Exchange
Theatre

Amanda Whittington Playwright & Writers Guild
Theatre Committee Chair

15.25 Tea break

15.35 Session 4 - Life Support Systems:
Surviving the Storm

Writ Large suggested that development agencies had
an important 1ole in supporting writers. What wvill
happen if we lose them? What's the future for new
writing in regional theatre? What are the prospects for
links between scriptwriting courses in Higher
Education and producers?

Chair: Chris Bridgman, Director, North West
Playwrights
Giles Croft Artistic Director, Nettingham
Playhouse

Dramaturg/Literary Manager,
Tinderbox Theatre, Belfast
Playwright & Convener MPhil(B) in
Playwriting, Birmingham University
Culture Liverpool & representative
of the National Association of Local
Government Artg Officers

Hanna Slattne
Steve Waters

Sean Durney

16.45 Session 5 — Where Do We Go From Here?
Open discussion

Chair: Chris Honer, Artistic Director, Library
Theatre Company

1710  Summary & Farewell

Dawvid Edgar Playwright, President of the Writers

Guild of Great Britain

17.20 Finish

Contact j.wilkinson @mmu.ac.uk
www.northwestplaywrights.co.uk
www.britishtheatreconference.co.uk



